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[ITERATURE RIVIEW

1% Jack Katz in this baok Seductivn of Crime argues that criminologists have
traditicnalty explained crime in terms of background variables such as race, class,
gender, urban location, wnd so on. However, he argues that it is Gar more important 1o
understand the hackground variable of what it feels like to commil a crime when you
are comumitting it.

Over and over, Katz asks what people are trying to do when they commil & crime and
focuses on the meaning (hal crime has for the criminal.

Katz studies a wide variely of sources, including biographies and autobivgraphies of
criminals, journalistic accounts and participan! ohservation studies. Trom all this he
fries i@ find the real explanation for criminal behaviour, and then applied this
technique to five types ol crimes: passion murder, adolescent properly crime, gang
violence, persistent robbery, cold blooded murder.

In each of these cases, he finds that the criminal is engaged in a project, the project
here is what they are trying to accomplish in committing the particular crime.

12} Emile Durkheim, a French sociologist, introduced the concept of anvmic in his
book The Division of Labour in Society, Published in 1893, Ie used anomie to
describe a condition of dereguiation that was oceurring in society.

This meant that rules on how people ought to behave with each other were breaking
duwn and thus people did not know what to expect from one other. Anomic, simply
delined, is a state where norms such as the cxpectations of behaviours are confused,
uncigar or not present.

There is no norm; Durkheim felt that led to deviant behaviour. Inr 1897, Iurkheim
uscd the term again in his study on Suicide, referting to a morally deregulated
condition. Durkheim was preoccupied with the effects of social change. He bast
illustrated his concepl of ancmnie not in a discussion of crime but of suicide.

In The Division of Labour in Society, Durkhiem proposed two conoepls, tirst, that
societies evolved from a simple, non specialised form, called mechanical, towards o
highly complex, specialised form, called organic. In the former socicly people
behaved and think alike und more or less perform the same work tasks and have the
same group oriented goals, When societies hecome more complex, or organic, work
also becomes more complex. In this society, people are no longer tied to one anather

and social bonds are impersonal,



Anomie relers to a breakdown of social norms and it a condition where norms no
longer contro]l the activities of members in society. Individuals cannat find their place
in society without clear rules to help puide them. Changing conditions as well as
adjustment of lie leads to dissatisfaction, conflict, and deviance. He ohserved those
social periods of disruption, such as economic depression, fur instance brought about
preater anomic and higher rates of crime, suicide, and deviance.

Durkheim felt that sudden change caused a stale of anomie. The system breaks down,
either during a greal prosperity or a great depression; anomie is the same result.

£3} Cesare Lombruso {1835-1909} in his book, The Female (Hfender Lombroso
replaced the notion of free will and rationality with the notion of determinism.
Together with his followers, Enrico Ferri and Raflacke Carofalo, he developed the
positivist school of criminology which sought experimentation.

Lombroso believed in the Criminal born man and weman. He believed they had
physical features of apc like creatures that were not filly developed as humans were.
Lombrose measured thovsands of tive and dead prisoners to prove his theory.

1Ie nuted that criminals lacked maral sense, had an absence of remorse and used much
sianp. [.ombroso later added social and economic factors to his list of crime causalion
but said they were seeond in natute to biclogical, predetermination factors, His theory
however has been kept alive, not by agreement but by much criticism.

{4} Ngaire Naffinc Feminism and Criminclogy reveals ¢criminology's ill-founded
disparagement of feminism and its unwillingness to engage thevries that would
invigorate the discipline.

Naifine questions why criminologists are still reluctant to adopt a feminist perspective
and continue to deny the contribution feminism has to make in this field.

NafTine criticise the mind set that sees women as deviant, even when they arc more
normal and law ubiding than men, she goes vn to analyse the treatment of [emale
offenders by the crimingl justice system and looks at women as victims of crime,
particularly violent crime. She further points to such questions as what makes women
cominit fewer crimes? She suggested two dillerent kinds of understanding of the
impact of femininity and masculinity on both criminals behaviour and criminology’s
worldview.



PRACTICAL RESEARCH SKILLS
ASSIGNMENT

CRITICATIY ASSESS FREDA ALDFER’S FEMINIST THEORY ON
WOMIN AND CRIME

The title of my research question may suggest one perspective, bul from my reading
of the subject, | came across many viewpaints developed frum dillerent feminist
writers, some very distinet from each other while others consist of a collection of
ideas from several perspectives.

Feminist perspective over the last thirty some thing years have brought new topics of
careful considerations under criminolopy and the study of women. Most imporantly,
they have challenged the theories, concepts, assumptions and melhods of the earlier
people involved of the study of crime in this area.

Criminology, for feminist theorist and researchers was a consiraining rather than a
constructive influence. Theories of critninality have been developed from studies and
had focused primarily on men and crime with little reference to women. The danger
has boen assumed that these thevrics would be extended 1o include women criminals,
but it has not in a way done socl[?elalhurpc and Morris 1999] &

—_ [

Feminism in the context of Gender and Crime has also brought about problems, as
women as offenders have been discussed within the boundarics of scxuval and petty
olfences such as prostitulion and shoplifting [Naffine 19587].

frovre )

Voigt et mentioned the inadegunacies of
criminology text suggesting (hat criminology is ndthing more specialised theories of
male delinguency and crime. This in short tends o be bascd on the offender and not
the crime they commit. This sexism attitude in criminology is what Gelsthorp talk
sbout as a discrimination against women in the area of crime,

Gelstherp warns that this atlitude is extended to semlencing, punishment and
incarceration of women [1936: 138-14%] with this argument, she went on to accuse
the police welfare institutions and judges as seeing crime as sumething men should
do, simply hecause they are men. [Gelsthorpe 1986: 149]

Women in this sense are not expected 1o commit or be criminals and if they did
anything, contrary to this belief they were defined as mad and not bady,[Llayd 1995] +

Women were therefore perceived ax scxual objects and expected to remain within
male dominated jdeologies such as homemakers and carers taking second place after

Y=



men [Oakley 1985:56], women that did not conform to his norm were severely
punished with no opportunity to explain their actions.

The major intervention to address these issues was started by Elizabeth Fry in the
early nineteenth century, who vampaigned for women to be housed in separate prison
from men and offered rehabilitation.

Later on in the century was when wrilers Lombroso and Ferrero [1893], Thomas
[1967] and Pollack [1961], whom are known as the pioneers in this arca of
criminology theories, started their classical study in the area of women and crime.

II.nmbmsc- and Ferrero were the anthors of the book “The Female Oilender™ their
main theory was based on “Atavism”. <

g

{ Which basicully reters to the belief that all individuals that displays anti social
behaviour were bislogical throwbacks to an earlicr cvolutionary stage, people more
primitive and less highly evolved than their noncriminal counterpart? [Smart 1978:
2]

The genesis vl this particular mode of thought is tound in the work of Lombroso, who
has called the tounding father of the biological positivist school in criminelogy.
I.ombroso’s brand of positivism removed the study of crime and criminals away from
legal expects and social scientists and made it the domain of human biologists, that is
medical doctors and subsequently psychialrists and psychologists. [Carol Smart, A
ferninist critique, Women Crime and Crimmoiogy|

This brought the conclusion that the born female criminal has the criminal qualities of
the male and the worst characteristics of @ womar.

Lombroso and Ferrero [1895] supported this argument and included doccit fulness and
other traits that were not common in men; subsequently it made it look as 1l criminal
woen were genetically more males than [emale,

Other classical theorist such as Thomas [1967 and later, Pollack [1961], helieved that
criminality was a pathology and social induccd rather than biologically inherited.
Thomas cxplained that girl as a child docs not know any values until she picks from
others.

Pollack [1961] also believed it is the behaviour that they adapt from thal tender age
that leads girls into a masked character of [cmele criminality. ile went on (o say in a
male dominated culture, women have always been seen str2nge, secrclive and
sometimes dangeraus [Pollack 1961: 149]

Fdwards [1984] also helieved that the enemy s within every woman, but not her
reproductive biclogy, but rather it is the habil regarding it into which she has been led
hy centurics of male domination [Edwards 1984: 91]

Criminology as you can see has a long history of treating women in crime with 2
massive measure of indifterence, The traditional explanation from which eriminology
derives its concoption of these sexes was criticised by the Initial feminist writers.
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These (raditional theories had Jargely ignored to explain the criminal behaviour of a
woman, and those who tried o explain it had relied on stereotypical images of women
and most importantly, thesc theories had failed 1o explain the differences belween
women and men in their participation in crime.

From these problems, there was a need tor these theories to bu ctiticised. Following,
femimist criminology developed in the late 1960s and inte 1970s. Alongside was the
women’s libcration movement that brought many issues thal were problem to the
public domain,

The women's liberation movement having been around the beginning of ferninist
criminology alse helped to blur some lerninist writer’s perspeclive about women and
crime. Most remarkably, were Freda Adier [1975] and her theory of Sisters in Crime?

The word ‘[eminism’ until now remains in the minds of people as the cause of
problems in our society taday. Chesney-Lind | 1980] argued that Freda Adler [1975]
Sigters i crime scem to have done little to alleviate the negative asswmptions that
come in this arca.

Real problems within the criminal justice system appear to have been ohscured and
such deflection may have provided (hase opposed to the women’s movement with
scientific evidence of the dark side of liberation. [Chesney-Lind 1380: 16-17]

TFreda Alder believed that the arrival of the Second Wave of Feminism during the
[970°s consequently coincided with need to research in women's criminal activity. T,

{. She further made claims such as while women have demanded equal opportunity in
the fields of legitimate endeavours, others have been determined to force their way
into the world of major crimes such as corporate crime [white collar crime], murder
and robbery. |Adler 1975:]

Tt obvious (hat female white-collar critne has increased since the liberation of women.
Finally, Adler suggested that as women were climbing uvp the corporate business

laddler, they wete making use of their vocational [iberalion to pursue careers in white-
collar crime [1975: 83-84]1C

(-’.;Ider’s theory has been criticised by other feminist writer such as Brown, [1986] She

describcd Alder's theory as an embarrassment to fominism, and instead her
conclusions have made femalc crime more visible through increased reporting,
poliving and sentencing of female otfenders.

Carol Smart argues that Alder’s theory is based on statistical illusicn.
Carlene argues that Alder’s new female criminal is cast as the biclogical female who
is portraycd as masculine. ‘S:

————————

f.f[his theory is In line with the traditional theory of women rgjecting their proper
ferninine role and this conctuded that Alder's role in this was in the light of traditional
criminology rather than a feminist one.



Alders perspective also seens to exclude factors such as race, ethmicily, ape and class,
which is seen as the most important issues in the eyes of a feminist wriler.

Jane Chapman [1980] in her studies of labour furce participation and lemale crime
‘chowed an increase in criminal activities during times of economic hardship. ™

——

It appeared that when the econamy was good crime was Jess and had nothing o do
with women.

_Naffine [1987: 99] believed that the eriminal woman’s molive appears more rational
and straight forward than that of a criminal male

_James and Thornton revealed from studies invelving women prisoners that those
incarcerated were mainly from uneducated backgrounds when they were questioned
why they ofiended, they reasons werc nat libetation motivaled [James and Thomton
1930: 240]

This on the other hand was contrary to Alder’s theory of emancipation, feminism that
appeared to he a positive forve for conformity when thore was an opportunity to
otfend.

CONCLUSION

It rather looks like Adler, s theory il any thing has cansed problem for women in this
area, especially when it comes to women's fight for equality. Her views in away
appear to have entrenched existing view of women and the women’s mavement.

The women’s movement has boun sreued of causing an increase in crite in women
especially those of rather scricus nature.

It appoars that women wore forced to commit offences as a result of oppressed
condition due to unemployment.

In the 1970,s feminist scholars had stressed the importance of distinguishing
biological sex from sociological-cultural gender, and of developing a comprehensive
feminisl theory that might replace liberal, Marxist or psychuanalytical theories

Somehow, all those efforts thal were made could not achieve anything.

Critical theories in various areas were expressed later on, such [Hook 1981] who was
a racism critique, suggested a failurc of earlier feminist scholarship to reflect on its
own white solipsism [Rich 1979 299] and compulsory heterosexuality [Rich 1980]

Feminist thal drew from post-modern thought also challenges the term woman

‘The challenges went on and new concepts in this arca were developed such as the
emergence of two topics, sex and gender, class race and gender and (he doing gender.
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Class-race-and pender, is what Pal Carlene argued was the need to theorise
incqualities that both recognises and denies structuralism?

In the US, ¢lass-tace and gender emerged from the struggles of black women in the
Civil Right Movement, came into academic institttions in the late 1970s through
books of women of colour

Duing gender, Candace West and Donald Zimmerman [1987] describe as a situation
accomplishment.

R.W Connell 1987 1925 and James Messerschamidy {1993] have developed linkage
between doing gender and pender relations of power.

West and Fenstermaker also published the Doing Difference in this; they tried to

incorpotate the two.
Their work went on show how gender creates differcnices between men and women

Many criticised and objucted that this theory ignored power and oporession [Collin ¢t
al 1995; 491]



BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Naffine N

2. Naffine W

3. Gelsthorpe L

Criminology
4. Adler F
5. Smarl C
B, Voipt L
7. Carlen P

8. Brown B

e

George B Vold

10. Samlra Walklate

o be Soke batic
\S;“'-W"* frn Sk e Pfte , pkicias Le condt o2

[1987] Female Crime

[1997] Feminism and Crimimology

[1990] Feminist Perspective in

[1975]. Sisters in Crime

[1988] the Female Criminal
[1994] Criminclogy and Justice
[1983] Women's Imprisonment
j 1986] Women and Crime
[1989] Theoretical Criminology

[2081] Gender Crime and Criminal Justice



Topic

Methodology

Books to review

critically, assess Freda Alder’s theory on Kkminism and crime

[ had started off with a topic of crime as in general, but [ had to
narrow dowT 10 an arca within crime, as the general approach
had become: too wide.

The introduction will  discuss traditional amd  Itminist
perspectives on women and crime within the social discipline
of criminology.

The question will bring into view, different ideas from some
prominent femmist wrilcrs In the field of criminology.

Part one: I intend to introduce criminology as a discipline in it
waditional form and discuss why a fervinist criminology
appears Decessary,

Part two: focus on the book Sisters in Crime (ﬂ’éﬂu]d women's
emancipation account for the apparent increase in crime and if
not what has?')

Conchision: T Intend to fheus on modern theories and crime
such s rape and domestic violence.

I have chusen ihis methodology becanse it covers all the
RECessary issues,

{1} Meaning of Crime {Jack Katz’s book, Seduction of Crime}
{2} Emile Durkheitn “s book ‘T'he Division of Labour in Soctety
{3} Lombrose and Fererere s The Female Offender

{4} Freda Adlor ‘s book Sisters in Crime

{5} Ngaire Nalline °s book Feminism and Criminology



Comments

Research Methods: Enferfainment Law

Marker One

While you have a good topic, you have not written a research
proposal—remember the assignment sheet? Nor a literature review.
There really is no excuse for this as we covered these topics almost
every sesston in class. Recall | said the lit. rev. should not be a list.
Also you give me no idea of what methods you propose using nor any
account of analysis.

Marker Two.

This is indead merely a list of what a variety of authors have said
about your topic, summaries rather than evaluation. After you
bibliography at pg7 there is an outline of your planned research—this
is the type of information you should have focused on during the body
of your work. As it stands you give the reader no real sense of your
research guestion / hypothesis or the methodology / methods you will
adoept to answer your question / prove your hypothesis.

Agreed Mark 40%



